Tips on How To Find The Perfect DJ For You!

The dance portion of your wedding reception is generally the most enjoyable time of your wedding day. A competent Disc Jockey will be able to get your guests on to the dance floor and keep them there all night long.  Guests at successful wedding receptions leave the banquet room singing, humming and laughing. The entire day is often recalled as “What a good time we had at the dance”

Most people who hire D.J’s, especially for weddings, are first timers.  They don’t know what questions to ask and they certainly don’t know what the answers should be.  As a general rule, the following questions should be asked and answered to your satisfaction.  Through the responses you receive, you can generally judge if you are going to be hiring a professional or an amateur.

Are you available?
Begin your phone call by indicating the date, time, and location of your special event. No sense talking any further if there is a scheduling conflict! 

Do you have wedding reception experience?
You wouldn’t want an amateur taking photographs at your wedding or sewing your wedding gown so why would you want an amateur to play at the most remembered part of your wedding day.

With a professional you will no doubt receive personal service, total commitment to the success of your dance, reliability & total peace of mind. With an amateur, there are no guarantees. Remember any amateur can play music at your wedding reception.  The difference between an amateur and a dedicated professional is very apparent at the end of the dance..... By then it may be too late!!
A  professional disc jockey will be able to smoothly guide your celebration from start to finish allowing you time to relax and enjoy your reception as a party. He or she will intuitively know what music to play at what time. 

And Don’t Forget: Ask for references.  Every reputable Disc Jockey or company will be able to provide written or oral references  upon request..

Do they have a dress code for their Disc Jockeys to ensure that they are presentable and well groomed?
Does your entertainer usually wear a tuxedo, a sport coat, or a T-shirt and jeans? Find out ahead of time and make your preferences known! 

Do they use professional sound system equipment and do they have complete back up service in the event of  equipment failure or no-show Disc Jockeys?

Regarding their equipment, determine if the disc jockey uses today's technology (compact discs, wireless microphone, enclosed carrying cases), or today's antiques (vinyl records,  home stereo systems , etc.)? 

How much do you charge?

Be certain that you understand their basic fee, overtime charge, due dates for deposits and balances, times for arrival and music. Most importantly, before budgeting your event's music, remember that "You get what you pay for!" 

Are they respectfully competitive?
How do they promote their company? One of the basic tenants of good business is positive promotion. Does the entertainer prefer to emphasize the positive advantages of his company...or does he jump at the opportunity to belittle his competition with negative misinformation? Real professionals know which promotion technique is best. So do Brides and Grooms! 

Do you have a presentation folder?
Perhaps no better clue in helping you decide which music entertainer to choose is the actual paperwork that they send to you in the mail. If this prospectus includes helpful, well organized, and informative material to assist you with the planning of your reception, and a complete and easily understood contract, then your search may be over. Done, finished, ... take a bow! 










…..cont…

Can we make a personal visit or are personal consultations available?
You should be able to schedule a personal visit where you will be able to informally discuss your reception's timeline, music preferences, view a video of a recent performance, and learn more about their entertainment company

Taking it one step further, ask if you can discretely observe (without intruding) their performance at another person's reception through normally open banquet room doors at a public hotel or restaurant. 

After booking your chosen DJ
A simple contract between yourself and the Disc Jockey company can avoid a lot of misunderstanding at a later date.  The contract should include Date, Time, Place Of Function and, the final cost that was agreed upon.

Disc Jockey companies usually require some kind of deposit to confirm your booking.  Make sure you obtain a receipt for every payment that you make. 

If after making your booking and signing the original agreement and you desire some changes in times etc.  make sure to get an amended agreement to avoid any confusion on your special day.

Conclusion
These are just some of the most important questions to ask not only a music entertainer, but any party professional. 

One final suggestion is for you to carefully listen to not only what an event professional says when you ask questions, but how they say it. Do they speak with knowledge, passion, and a desire to really help you?   If so, you may have a keeper!  Good Luck in your pursuit for your perfect DJ and remember that your wedding day is a day to celebrate, so dance and enjoy yourself!

